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SPEARWOOD ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL — ROCKINGHAM ROAD, SPEARWOOD — 
 FLASHING LIGHTS 

Grievance 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn) [9.37 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I have representatives 
and children from Spearwood Alternative School on Rockingham Road in the public gallery today. The issue is 
fairly straightforward, but it is very important. First, I wish to put some documents on the table for the remainder 
of the day’s sitting, and provide a copy for the minister.  

[The papers were tabled for the information of members.] 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: The first document in the group of documents that I am providing to the minister gives an 
idea of where the school is. It is on Rockingham Road, which is a main road. This road belongs to the 
Department of Main Roads. It is between Spearwood Avenue and Barrington Street in Spearwood. As the 
minister can see, it is a dead straight road. Just to give the minister some description of the topography, the road 
from the north as we look at the map comes down a hill.  

Mr T.R. Buswell: I have been there; it is just south of the council chambers.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN: That is right. After we cross the railway crossing and come down a bit of a hill heading 
towards Barrington Street, tucked away on the left-hand side was the old Spearwood school; it is now 
Spearwood Alternative School. One hundred children attend the school and 60 families are representative of the 
school community.  
The minister will see a picture in the package of documents I have just given him—a photograph taken by The 
West Australian in 2011 of the horrific accident that occurred on Rockingham Road in which a car was T-boned 
and sent into the school grounds. As the minister can see from the map, Rockingham Road is straight. 
Spearwood Alternative School is immediately on the left-hand side going south. To get into the school, a driver 
has to slow down on the main road and do an immediate 90-degree left turn if they are going south, and then 
wait in the middle of the road, and do a 90-degree right turn if they are travelling north. This is a very busy road, 
as the minister knows because he has been there himself. It is not called a main road for nothing, as there are 
significant truck, bus and car movements every day. The school community has advised me that there are 
approximately 75 vehicle movements in and out of the school during the day as people drop off and pick up their 
children and teachers attend and leave the school. There is no lollipop man outside the school and there is no 
school crossing because not enough children attend the school to warrant either the installation of a crossing or 
the provision of a crosswalk attendant. If the children are by themselves on the western side of the school—most 
parents do not allow this to happen—they have to take the risk of trying to cross a very busy main road to get to 
school. It is a dangerous situation. As the minister knows, there is quite a bit of vegetation along the fence line 
outside the school. The police locate their radars in that vegetation because of the number of people who speed 
past the school, and the minister can confirm that with the police if he likes. Students have nearly been killed 
trying to cross the road to get to school. It is a very dangerous environment. 

I have provided the minister with email communication between the school community and Main Roads WA 
that indicates that the school was not on the list for the installation of flashing lights; perhaps it was on the list of 
schools to receive flashing lights and it was taken off. Main Roads has now communicated to the school that it 
has been put back on the list for the installation of flashing lights in 2013–14, but, as the minister can see from 
the communication, approximately 60 other schools are also on the list. This is an issue about priorities. 
Logically, the Minister for Transport would think about where to put flashing lights as a priority. Would it be on 
a suburban road or would it be on a very busy main road outside a primary school? For the sake of the children 
and parents, particularly in an environment in which they have to slow down on a main road and do a 90-degree 
turn to enter the school, it is absolutely critical, and logic would dictate, that flashing lights should be installed at 
that dangerous black spot before lights are installed at any other school. I ask the minister to take the information 
I have provided him with today and, as a matter of priority, encourage Main Roads to re-evaluate the timing of 
the installation of flashing lights and ensure that flashing lights are installed outside Spearwood Alternative 
School. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.43 am]: This is probably one of the best things 
that governments do. When we came to government, five schools in Western Australia had flashing lights. We 
have put in place a program to increase the number of flashing lights at schools. By the end of the last financial 
year, 144 had been installed. With the funding we had available, we could do 60 to 66 a year, which is what the 
member was talking about. That meant that in WA at the end of June, there were 930 schools without flashing 
lights. We have now put in funding so that in the next four years, every school that has a 40-kilometre zone 
outside will have flashing lights. School communities, such as the one from Spearwood Alternative School, 
representatives of which are in the public gallery today, want these lights because it helps make kids safer. It is a 
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very important thing. It helps make the school environment safer. Heaven forbid it helps us to re-engage with 
kids and encourage them to walk or ride a bike to school. These are very positive outcomes. I have always 
thought that there is nothing better we can do to make school environments safer for kids. I am pleased with 
what we have been able to achieve and what we will achieve going forward. 

We get requests from hundreds of school communities around the state, as the member would expect. I have 
visited dozens and dozens of schools. I get a large amount of correspondence from members of Parliament about 
flashing lights. I am not sure that I have had any correspondence in relation to this school. 

Mr F.M. Logan: It’s been through the department. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, I know that the school has been corresponding with the department. The other thing 
that normally happens is that the local MP, on behalf of the school, corresponds with me. I get correspondence 
from members on both sides of the house. Again, I am not being critical, but I have asked Main Roads to check 
our records on this school. We have had no correspondence from the local member about this school. 

Mr F.M. Logan: No, but we did have traffic lights installed further down the road at St Jerome’s, which is also 
on Rockingham Road. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Does St Jerome’s Primary School have flashing lights? 

Mr F.M. Logan: Yes, St Jerome’s does. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is by the bye.  

As I have said, this year 66 schools have had flashing lights installed, and this will ramp up in subsequent years. 
The general time for installation is from December to April; that is when the contractors ramp up and do the 
installations. Our preference is to have them installed at the start of the school year. We have not yet announced 
the 66 schools that will have flashing lights installed for this financial year. I think we will do that in the next 
week or two, and then that works program will flow on. 

As the member has said, I have read the correspondence from the school community. I have read the email from 
Deb Fitzpatrick. I am not sure whether Deb Fitzpatrick is in the public gallery today. 

Mr F.M. Logan: Yes, Deb’s here. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I think Deb has made some very valid points. As I pointed out, I have travelled down that 
road a couple of times. I think Deb is right to lobby Main Roads to make sure that Spearwood Alternative School 
gets those lights this year, because it is a particularly dangerous piece of road. 
Mr F.M. Logan: It is, and you can confirm that with the police. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I know it is not the biggest school community in the metropolitan area, but we have never 
used the size of the school community as a determinant for the placement of flashing lights. I now have the email 
from Main Roads, which refers to “the HMT”. Main Roads is a funny organisation, because, as I have 
discovered, the HMT is me—the honourable Minister for Transport; that is my acronym at Main Roads. I 
thought it was SOB—silly old, but anyway! I am the HMT. The email from Main Roads indicates that it is 
pleased to advise that the school is back on the list of the 66 — 
Ms M.M. Quirk: Do you get hot flushes, minister? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I get a lot of things happening of late and I have been asking the Minister for Health for 
his advice! 
I want to deal with this very serious issue. I really appreciate the fact that representatives of the community have 
come to Parliament. Deb has made representations over a long period to Main Roads; well done for having the 
initiative to do that. Main Roads has written back and said that the school is on the list and that it hopes that the 
HMT will approve the installation of lights in the next week or so. What I can tell them today because they are at 
Parliament is that they will stay on the list of course and that those lights will be installed as part of the next 
installation program. I cannot tell them exactly when that will be. I suspect that it will be sometime between 
December and next April. Of the 66 schools that will get done around the state this financial year, Spearwood 
Alternative School will be one of them. I will find out exactly when that will happen and I will make sure that 
Main Roads communicates that to the school community, but perhaps on the proviso that we get invited for the 
turning on of the lights, because it is a very exciting time for a school community. The kids in the public gallery 
might be interested to know that the lights are controlled remotely, so we can turn them on any time we like. If 
possible we try to have a little ceremony with the school communities, because I like to use it as an opportunity 
to encourage parents to get their children to walk and ride to school. I suspect that Spearwood Alternative School 
has a slightly larger catchment area than a normal school. However, it is a good outcome. Kids will be safer and, 
hopefully, the school community will be happier.  
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The member talked about a lollipop man. A couple of years ago, I was out with the member for Riverton at a 
school in his community that had the 40-kilometre-an-hour zone without flashing lights. The person who most 
wanted the flashing lights was the lollipop person; he had to go out and stare down the traffic on a nasty bend. 
We almost have to hit some people across the forehead with a lump of four-by-two to get them to slow down on 
the roads. The flashing lights help, and the police also like them. We have had a great response from police about 
the flashing lights helping in those zones. That is good news for the school community. I thank the member for 
persevering. We look forward to coming down when the lights are turned on at some stage over the next six 
months or so.  
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